PH 256 — Philosophy of Sexuality and Gender — Prof. Tauber  — Spring 2003
Time:  Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-11:00

Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00-noon and Thursday, 8:30-9:30 (or by appointment), room 506, 745 Commonwealth Avenue

Office phone: 353-2604; email: ait@bu.edu

Freud’s theory of the unconscious provides the most prominent 20th century philosophy of sexuality.  Freud proposed that instincts reside in the unconscious, which subjects the conscious ego to the capricious effects of these drives. He coupled this claim to an ethical pursuit, wherein the psychoanalytic understanding of the unconscious presented a new basis for understanding moral agency. This dual philosophical project offered a novel characterization of human nature and a new basis for ethics, the pursuit of an ideal of normality.   In this course we will review Freud’s various psychoanalytical positions, from his earliest studies of hysteria to his later critiques of  Western society, and discuss their significance for a philosophical construction of  human sexuality and gender.  

Readings and lectures will be devoted to explicating Freud’s theory and its philosophical implications; a term paper will allow the student to examine critiques.  To this end, Patricia Kitcher’s Freud’s Dream (MIT Press) will serve as a foundational text.   Papers will not be accepted after May 1st.  Details as to subject matter, length, and format will be discussed in class. University rules governing plagiarism will be strictly enforced, and students are encouraged to review the CAS Academic Conduct Code (copies may be obtained in room 105 of CAS).

The final grade will be the composite of a mid-term exam on Feb. 20th (30%), a final exam (40%), and the term paper (30%).  Un-excused absences will result in a half grade deduction for each class missed in excess of four.

Required texts:
The Freud Reader, edited by Peter Gay (Norton) 0-393-314030
Sigmund Freud, by Richard Wollheim (Cambridge) 0-521-28385-X

What Freud Really Said, by David Stafford-Clark (Schocken) 0-8052-1080-6

Freud, the Mind of a Moralist, by Philip Rieff (Chicago) 0226-71639-2

The Psychoanalytic Mind.  From Freud to Philosophy, by Marcia Cavell (Harvard) 0674720962

Freud’s Dream.  A Complete Interdisciplinary Science of Mind, by Patricia Kitcher (MIT Press) 0262611155  

Reading assignments:
January 14    Introduction


16  Stafford-Clark, pp. 17-59


21 Wollheim pp. pp. 1-58           

January      23   Reader pp. 60-78; 86-89; 96-116


28    Stafford-Clark pp. 60-95


30   Reader pp. 129-42                



February 4        Reader pp. 142-72


6     Wollheim pp. 59-112; Stafford-Clark pp. 95-103


11    Stafford-Clark pp.  104-30; Reader pp. 239-58


13    Wollheim pp. 113-36; Reader pp. 258-93


18 
No class


20    Mid-term exam

25   Stafford-Clark pp. 131-67; Reader pp. 545-62


27   Wollheim pp. 137-74

March 4            Wollheim pp. 175-200; Reader pp. 572-89


6     Wollheim pp. 201-53; Stafford-Clark pp. 183-204 


18   Reader pp.  594-626


20   Reader pp. 722-72.


25   Rieff pp. 3-64


27   Rieff pp.  65-101

April 1              Rieff pp.  102-47


3      Rieff pp. 148-85


8      Rieff pp.  186-219


10    Rieff pp. 300-97


15    Cavell pp.  1-42 


17    Cavell pp.  43-82 


22    Cavell pp.  83-120 


24    Cavell pp.  121-60 


29    Cavell pp.  161-92 

May 1
        Cavell pp.  193-234

The term paper is due on the last day of class, May 1, 2003.
