PH 258 Philosophy and Literature—   Prof. Tauber  —   Fall 2003
Time:  Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-11:00 -- Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00-noon and Thursday, 8:30-9:30 (or by appointment), room 506, 745 Commonwealth Avenue-- Office phone: 353-2604; email: ait@bu.edu


Courses devoted to "Philosophy and Literature" assume two general strategies: The first is to study various literary texts for their philosophical content, for example, What is Mark Twain’s conception of social justice in Huckleberry Finn?  The second is to examine literature itself as a philosophical problem. This latter approach is taken here, specifically such questions as, What is literature? and What is interpretation? will be considered to show how various responses to such inquiry reflect different philosophical conceptions of social or psychological reality, different understandings about the character of language, different conceptions of the relationship of author and reader, different criteria defining art, and different claims about what is meaningful and true. Beginning with Plato and Aristotle, various ancient, medieval, modern, romantic, and 20th century literary theories will be reviewed to illustrate how literature and its criticism reflect the deepest commitments of authors and critics to these central issues of knowing and being.


Assigned readings are selections from The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism.  Students are expected to read the essays and introductory material before class and be prepared for discussions.  Since the class will be conducted as a seminar, a significant portion of the final grade depends on active participation in class.  Final grades will be determined by classroom discussion and preparation, 20%; a mid-term exam, 20%; a final exam, 30%; and a term paper, 30%.  The paper is designed for the student to explore a particular contemporary critical orientation in depth, which will include defining its conceptual structure, as well as its application to a work of literature. Details as to subject matter, length, and format will be discussed in class. The term paper is due on the last day of class, December 11th, and will not be accepted thereafter. 

Un-excused absences will result in a half grade deduction for each class missed in excess of four. The last day to drop the course without a “W” grade is October 3rd. University rules governing plagiarism will be strictly enforced, and suspected academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean. If the Dean judges that misconduct has occurred an F grade will be assigned to the paper.  Students are encouraged to review the CAS Academic Conduct Code (copies may be obtained in room 105 of CAS).

Required texts:
The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism (2001) V.B. Leitch, general editor.

Reading assignments:
September 4 —  Introduction


9 —  Plato (pp. 33-85)


11 — Aristotle (pp. 86-121)


16 — Plato and Aristotle continued.

      18 — The status of poetry continued: Boccaccio (pp. 253-263) and Bakhtin (pp. 1182- 1220)


23 — Metaphor: Quintilian (pp. 151-71), Vico (pp. 414-16), and Jakobson (pp.1265-9)  


25 — Capturing the mysterious: Maimonides (pp. 211-26) and Aquinas (pp.240-6)


30 – The question of taste: Addison (pp. 423-6), Hume (pp. 483-99), Burke (pp. 536-51)

October 2 — Romantic aesthetics:  Kant (pp. 519-36) and Schiller (pp.  751-82)


7 — Hegel (pp. 626-45)


9 — Romantic genius/Imagination: Wordsworth and Coleridge (pp. 645-82)


14 — No class

16 — Mid-term exam

21 — Hermeneutics: Augustine (pp. 185-96) and Schleiermacher (pp. 610-26)


23 --  Philosophy of signs: de Saussure (pp. 956-77)


28 – Structuralism: Levi-Strauss (pp. 1415-27)


30 --  Performative utterances:  Austin (pp. 1427-42) and Butler (pp. 2485-2501)

November 4 – de Man (pp. 1509-32)


6 — Literature in its social context: Marx and Engels (pp. 759-89)

      11 — Marxism continued: Wilson (pp. 1240-54)

      13 —  The question of modernity:  T.S. Eliot (pp. 1088-1105) and Habermas (Modernity, An           Incomplete Project, pp. 1748-59))

      18 –   Horkheimer/Adorno (pp. 1220-40) and Benjamin (pp. 1163-86)  


       20 — Jameson (pp. 1932-74)

       25 — What is literature and what is an author? Foucault (pp. 1622-36) and Sartre (pp. 1333-                   50)

December 2 — New Criticism:  Hirsch (pp. 1682-1709) and Wimsatt/Beardsley (pp. 1371-1403)


4 — Literary history and the imperative of the present moment: Jauss (pp.1547-64).

       9 — Shaping the canon — the pragmatics and social construction of aesthetics:  Ohmann (pp. 1877-94) and Herrnstein Smith (p. 1910-32)

      11 — Final comment on theory and authorship: Fish (pp. 2067-89) and Knapp/Michaels (pp.             2458-75)

