PH 482/682, Topics in Modern and Contemporary Philosophy  

Prof. Tauber —  Fall, 2005

Time:  Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-2:00 Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 11:00-noon  (or by appointment), room 506, 745 Commonwealth Avenue -- Office phone: 353-2604; email: ait@bu.edu
The realism/anti-realism debate in its contemporary expressions has focused on the claims of naturalism versus constructivism of various kinds.  This philosophical discourse has spilled over into historical and sociological characterizations of scientific investigation and its truth claims. Arising from these larger issues, the exploration of the values that guide science pose the questions, Is science value-free? and if not, What are the criteria for objectivity and neutrality? This course will explore these questions from both historical and philosophical perspectives, and students will pursue, through individual research papers, the claims and counter-claims of critics and defenders of positivist science. 

Course requirements:  Students are expected to read the assigned material before class and be prepared for discussions.  Since the class will be conducted as a seminar, a significant portion of the final grade (15%) depends on active participation in class. Un-excused absences will result in a half grade deduction for each class missed in excess of three. University rules governing plagiarism will be strictly enforced, and suspected academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean. If the Dean judges that misconduct has occurred an F grade will be assigned to the paper.  Students are encouraged to review the CAS Academic Conduct Code (copies may be obtained in room 105 of CAS).

Research papers: The mid-term paper (35% of final grade) is due November 17th.  If ‘objectivity’ is contested in science, what are the implications of weakened notions of objectivity for other fields such as history, law, or anthropology/sociology?  Drawing on  essays not discussed from Rethinking Objectivity (e.g., Levine, Fabian, Barnouw, Code, Porter, Miller, Smith), as well as from other sources, explore the criteria for objectivity as a value structure in such disciplines.   A term paper (50% of final grade), due on Dec. 13th, is a philosophical critiques of  Consilience by E.O. Wilson. His bold theory concerns the unification of  knowledge under the auspices of a naturalistic philosophy. The assignment is to provide a philosophical critique of the underlying values governing Wilson’s work and in particular the values inherent in his naturalistic perspective. The underlying argument about the claims (values) of naturalism versus constructivism should be included in this analysis. Details as to specific subject matter, length, and format for each paper will be given in class. Policy regarding late papers will also be specified.
Required texts: 

Consilience E.O. Wilson (Vintage 0-679-76867-X)

Is Science Value Free? Values and Scientific Understanding  Hugh Lacey  

(Routledge 0-415-34903-6)

Rethinking Objectivity  Allan Megill (ed.)  (Duke 0-8223-1494-0)

Value-free Science? Purity and Power in Modern Knowledge  Robert N. Proctor 

(Harvard 0-674-93170-X)

Hilary Putnam, The Collapse of the Fact/value Distinction (Harvard 0-674-013808)

Schedule of Readings

September  6 – Introduction
8 – Whitehead, “The origins of modern science”
13 – Heidegger “The age of the world picture”
15 – Laudan “Explaining the success of science”

20 – Hacking, “Experimentation and scientific realism”
22 – Tauber, Descartes’ Dream and Husserl’s nightmare”

27 – Proctor pp. 17-52; Rethinking Objectivity, Daston pp. 37-58

29 -- Proctor pp. 53-98; Rethinking Objectivity pp. 1-15
October  4  No class 

6 -- Proctor pp. 99-156
11 – Proctor pp. 157-200
13 – No class

18 – Proctor pp. 201-231
20 – Proctor pp. 232-271
25 – Lacey pp. 1-44
27 -- Lacey pp. 45-87
November 1 – Lacey pp. 88-147  
3 -- Lacey pp. 148-199
8 -- Lacey pp. 200-223; Rethinking Objectivity pp. 179-96
10 – Rethinking Objectivity, pp. 21-36; 109-26
15 – Rethinking Objectivity, pp. 265-288; 313-30
17 – Putnam pp.
22 – Putnam pp.
24   No class

29 -- Putnam pp.
December 1 –  Putnam pp.
6 –  Putnam pp.
8 – Putnam pp.
13 – Final paper due; discussion of Final paper
