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 John Shaw Billings was frustrated writing his gradu-
ation medical dissertation, “The Surgical Treatment of 
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erences. In a commencement address 30 years later, he 
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Ultimately, Billings would become librarian of the Library 
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series of 19 catalogs of the Library’s holdings, and in 1879, 
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and construction, and as a result, he was recruited by the 
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construction of their new hospital. This association con-
-#63%/*,;%5*>V*'%45&(*/35#67*G.#2.*-#8%*.%*4$&,*4&&#&-%/*#6*
planning the medical school and the curriculum. He was 
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attention of the U.S. Census Bureau, which employed 
his talents for the 1880 to 1910 censuses. He proposed 
recording census data on punch cards to speed up data 
processing. Billings collaborated with Herman Hollerith, 
who designed and built an electrical counting machine for 
reading the cards. Years later, Hollerith’s company became 
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Corporation. In 1896, Billings was recruited as superin-
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the building and collaborated closely with architects in the 
design and construction until the building’s completion in 
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Fig. 1. Dr. John Shaw Billings
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 Following surgery for a urinary calculus, John Shaw 
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Katherine in Arlington National Cemetery. The impact 
of his contributions to medicine, which facilitated global 
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early 20th centuries, is incalculable. Literally, Billings 
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