
 

 

Fall 2016 – Spring 2017 Newsletter 

Our Season 
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The Boston University Club Squash Team 
capped a competitive season in late March 
2017—concluding about six months of tough 
practices, nail-biting matches, and 
commendable sportsmanship amongst our 
players. 
 
We are proud to have accomplished so many 
endeavors this season, both on and off the 
court. From achieving fundraising goals 
during BU Giving Day, to triumphing over 
grueling matches, our team has continued to 
grow and succeed with every new season. 
 

2

As with past years, both the women and 
men’s teams received new members, further 
enhancing the diversity and talent held by our 
group collectively. Normandie Essig, Julia 
Hess, and Simran Bhatia joined the women 
while the men welcomed Cameron Bonhurst, 
Nathan Baranski, Raul Barron, Frederick He, 
Julian Joonsoo Lee, Shrey Shah, Stefano 
Viacava, Marcos Zedan Azurdia, and 
Matthew Wallace. New members worked 
seamlessly with veteran-players, utilizing their 
skill sets during practices while continually 
striving to be not only be great athletes, but 
also to be supportive and motivating 
teammates. 
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The women took on Northeastern University, Tufts University, 
Bucknell University, Vassar College, and Boston College 
throughout the course of the season. While not every match 
always went in their favor, the women never faltered in their 
resilience and desire to improve. By continually reminding each 
other that there is always room for progress and consistently 
applying themselves to their fullest ability, the women were able 
to excel in a number of individual matches. 
 
"Over the past three years I've seen the women's team develop 
a deep level of teamwork, sportsmanship and love for the 
game," says former women's captain and future team president 
Molly Papermaster. "As a team, we have the commitment, drive 

The Women's Team 

Team 
Officers 

2016-2017 

President 

Joel Lavoie (Fall)  

Marwan Sallam (Spring) 

Treasurer 

Laura Ferreira-Cesar 
(Fall) 

Parker Tonissi (Spring) 

Sports Information 
Director 

Molly Papermaster (Fall) 

Katherine Gianni 
(Spring) 

 

Back row (from left to right): Adam Whitaker, Shrey Shah, 
Marwan Sallam, Parker Tonissi, Matthew Wallace, Nathan 
Baranski, Joel Lavoie, Arthur Hobhouse. 
 

Front row: Katherine Gianni, Normandie Essig, Shelby Bannon, 
Julia Hess, Jasmine Rishi, Anisha Nawalrai, Cami Adajian, 
Simran Bhatia. 
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and passion to take our playing to another level and with hard work and dedication I know 
we can reach our goals." 
 
On January 28, the men's and women's teams traveled to Poughkeepsie, NY to compete 
in a round robin held at Vassar College. The women competed in two rigorous matches 
against Vassar and Bucknell. 
 

"During the round robin I was really impressed with the work ethic each one of my 
teammates showed," says women's captain Shelby Bannon. "At the beginning of each 
game, they were able to refocus and try their hardest to win every point. Our team also 
lifts one another up when they are down with genuine camaraderie which I think is key to 
any successful match." 
 
On February 8, the women played their second to last match at nearby Northeastern 
University. Together, the team celebrated the win of sophomore Cami Adajian who 
competed in the number four bracket throughout the course of the season. Cami 
triumphed over her opponent in four games (11-4, 11-9, 4-11, 11-6), refusing to back 
down even after a loss during the third game. "Something I admire about Cami as a player 
is that she's always willing to go beyond her comfort zone," says teammate Katherine 
Gianni. "She also has a killer serve which can be attributed to her days as a tennis player. 
That definitely helps her win on the court." 

Back row (from left to right): Julia Hess, Cami Adajian, Shelby Bannon, Suzie Jiang, Jackie Soscia. 
Front row: Normandie Essig, Katherine Gianni, Allysha Wong, Jasmine Rishi, Anisha Nawalrai. 
Not Pictured: Molly Papermaster & Laura Ferreira-Cesar (Abroad)  
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The men’s team saw an equally rigorous season, marked by a number of triumphs—the 
culmination of which occurred on Friday, February 17, when the men's team traveled to 
Harvard University to compete in the College Squash Association's Team 
Championships. Over the course of the weekend the men took on University of 
Richmond, Vassar College, and Johns Hopkins University. Friday's match was 
extraordinarily close, as the men came up short against Richmond, losing 5-4. 
However, their competitiveness and sportsmanship did not falter throughout the 
reminder of the weekend as they went onto win against Vassar 8-1 on Saturday and 
Johns Hopkins 7-2 on Sunday.  
 
With their high level of competitiveness, sportsmanship, and determination throughout 
the season, the men's team was also able to successfully jump six rankings, giving 
them a new possibility of being promoted to the Chaffee Division to compete for the 
renowned Chaffee Cup. Named for Clarence C. Chaffee who, among other endeavors, 
began William's squash program in 1938, the cup and the division as a whole 
represents excellence. This news came right before the men competed in the 
championships. 
 

The Men’s Team 

Back row (from left to right): Adam Whitaker, Marwan Sallam, Shrey Shah, Joel Lavoie, Arthur 
Hobhouse. 
Front row: Parker Tonissi, Nathan Baranski, Matthew Wallace. 
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Looking back at the beginning of the season the men triumphed over Colgate University, 
winning 4-3 overall during an away match in December. They continued their victories in 
January, winning against Vassar College (7-2), Northeastern University (6-3), and Bryant 
University (9-0) during the round robin tournament held at Vassar. In February, the men 
found even more success as they prevailed over Swarthmore College (9-0), Colgate 
University (5-4), and Ithaca College (9-0). 
 
"Overall I'm pretty happy with how the season turned out," says captain Joel Lavoie. 
"Obviously when I look back there's always going to be those matches that I wish we had 
won...but I know we're going to continue to work on ways to improve in the season to come, 
so that's really what's important to focus on." 
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Community Service Initiatives 

Fall 2016 – Spring 2017 

Off the court our team has also seen a fair share of successes. From participating in community 
service projects to achieving fundraising goals we’ve enjoyed being able to take on new and 
exciting endeavors throughout the entirety of this season.  
 
On Sunday, October 30th, our team had the pleasure of volunteering at the Travis Roy 
Foundation 5k in Newton, MA. Rising senior Laura Ferreira-Cesar has been an active volunteer in 
this organization since her freshman year at BU. Travis has many connections to our team having 
attended Tabor Academy, the alma mater of both Laura and Captain Joel Lavoie and is a Boston 
University Terrier. His foundation is “dedicated to enhancing the life of individuals with spinal cord 
injuries and their families by providing adaptive equipment and to finding a cure through increased 
funding of research, resulting in self-reliance and the ability to be as independent as possible.” 
 
During the 5k, the team participated in helping in the kids race, where several of our players ran 
along the kids, handed out water, tracking times, registering runners and placed around the 
course to direct runners. Our team had a great time volunteering and meeting Travis, whose story 
has truly inspired each of us. We hope to continue with the organization in years to come. 

 

On April 5th, with the help of generous 
friends, family, and alumni, our team was 
able to raise a collective $435 during the 24-
hour Giving Day fundraising initiative. Every 
gift made on BU Giving Day allows our team 
to further invest in the future, thus bolstering 
the legitimacy and legacy of the program as 
a whole. We were also excited to have 
our Giving Day video win second place in a 
social media campaign competition against 
all of the other club sports teams. This win 
granted our team another $350 to put 
towards covering the costs of transportation 
to matches, gear, practice initiatives, and 
more. 
 
Our team is so incredibly thankful for the 
support we’ve received throughout the entire 
season. Whether that support materializes 
itself through donations on Giving Day, likes 
on our social media pages, or friends 
cheering us on during matches, we wouldn’t 
have been as successful this year if it wasn’t 
for that constant encouragement. As a team 
we look forward to accomplishing even more 
next season. 
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Meet Our Captains 
 

Shelby Bannon: COM '19 
High School: Loomis Chaffee 
Born in Danbury, Connecticut, Shelby 
played volleyball, lacrosse and of 
course squash during her time at 
Loomis Chaffee. Shelby joined the 
team as a freshman and says that 
doing so undoubtably positively 
impacted her time at BU. Outside of 
Boston Shelby enjoys road trips, 
taking her dogs Jackson and KD to the 
beach, jet skiing, and hiking in 
beautiful places. Shelby is a film and 
TV major.  
 
 

Allysha Wong: ENG '18 
High School: Williston Northampton 
Allysha, or Ally as some of her 
teammates like to call her, is from Hong Kong. She says she loves the camaraderie of the 
squash team and the community it fosters. In her free time Ally loves traveling and eating 
all of the incredible food Boston has to offer, which she documents on her Instagram 
@top_boston_restaurants. Ally is a mechanical engineering major.  
 
 

Molly Papermaster: CAS '18 
High School: Kingswood Oxford 
Molly, a West Hartford, Connecticut native, 
continued her passion for squash by joining 
the BU squash team in 2014 after her four 
year tenure playing for Kingswood. In Spring 
2017, Molly studied abroad in Sydney, 
Australia. When she's not organizing team 
events or running practices, Molly finds herself 
behind her camera, capturing everything from 
beautiful destinations to the people she loves 
most. Molly will also serve as president of the 
team next season and is excited to continue to 
strengthen our program. Molly is a political 
science major. 
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Captains Continued… 
Marwan Sallam: ENG '19 
High School: Global Paradigm International School  
Marwan joined the team in 2015 and hails from Cairo, Egypt. He has repeatedly showcased 
adaptability, serving as both captain of the men's team and president, and natural talent as he 
has played at the number one position throughout the course of his time on the men's team. 
Marwan is an electrical engineering major. 
 
Joel Lavoie: ENG '18 
High School: Tabor Academy 
Born in Mattapoisett, Massachusetts, Joel has been an active member of the Club Squash team 
throughout his time at BU, who, like Marwan, has served as both men's captain and president. 
When he's not playing squash Joel enjoys spending time with friends, skiing, or listening to his 
favorite music. Joel is a mechanical engineering major. 
 

Fundraising Initiatives  
Interested in donating to our team? Please visit 

the Terrier Pride Online Gift Form and select 

"Friends of Squash" to make a tax-deductible 

contribution. Your support is greatly appreciated! 
 



 

 

 

 

Team Captains for 2017-2018 
Women's Captains: Shelby Bannon & 
Laura Ferreira-Cesar 
 
Men's Captains: Marwan Sallam & 
Joel Lavoie 

Looking to the Future. . . 
Team Officers for 2017-2018 

President: Molly Papermaster 
 
Vice President: Marwan Sallam 
 
Treasurer: Normandie Essig  
 
Sports Information Director: Katherine 
Gianni 

Saying Goodbye to our Seniors 

Jasmine Rishi: CAS '17 

Jasmine continually exhibited passion, sportsmanship, and a 

fierce love for competition throughout her three years on the team. 

Playing as number one for the women this past year, her talent 

shone, both during matches and during practice. "I always 

really appreciated Jasmine's willingness to help me at practice," 

says Normandie Essig, who joined the team as a freshman this 

past fall. "She definitely helped me grow both as a player and a 

member of the team by offering pointers, constructive feedback, 

and advice." Jasmine studied international relations during her 

time at BU hopes to stay in Boston post graduation. 
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Arthur Hobhouse: CAS '17 

Hailing from London, England, Arthur offered a 
quintessential mix of humor and wit during 
every practice and match. Upon joining the 
team in 2014, Arthur competed against a 
number of different schools ranging from 
Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York to 
the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 
“Arthur was a very important past of the 
team,” says Marwan Sallam who served as 
captain and president this past semester. “Not 
only in competitions and matches, but he 
always brought the team together with his friendly and fun 
personality. When he was abroad during the fall I truly 
missed his presence and I can only imagine the loss the 
team will have after he graduates.” Arthur studied 
economics during his time at BU and never faltered in showing enthusiasm for club sports, both as 
a member of the squash team and the ski team.  

Saying Goodbye to our Seniors 

Pedro Virguez: Questrom '17  

“A strong mental game is always going to be competitive 
advantage,” says captain Joel Lavoie when asked about 
Pedro’s strengths as a squash player. “Pedro consistently 
showed that both during practice and when competing in 
matches.”  

Born in Bogotá, Colombia, Pedro joined the team in 2016 and 
never faltered in utilizing both his physical and mental 
strength when playing squash. Through a combination of 
quick reflexes and quick thinking Pedro conclude his senior 
season with three consecutive wins against competitors 
from Vassar College, Northeastern University, and Bryant 
University respectively.  

Pedro facing off with an opponent from Bryant 

Arthur focusing in on a tough shot at the CSA 
Championships in February  

Adam Whitaker: Questrom '17  

Adam exemplified his talent and love for squash throughout the 
course of this past season by winning against opponents from 
Northeastern University, Johns Hopkins University, Vassar 
College, Swarthmore College, and Bryant University. Through 
focus, discipline, and a strong commitment to the team, Adam 
certainly left a positive mark on his teammates. “Adam always 
has a strong work-ethic,” says Cameron Bonhurst who joined 
the team as a freshman last September. “In any sport you have 
to be driven to improve every day, and I think Adam definitely 
had that mindset during practice.” Adam studied information 
systems during his time at BU and also served as a member of 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity.  

Adam competing at the CSA Championships 
in February 2017.  
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Rahul Singh: Questrom '17  

While some athletes may view obstacles as 
unsolvable problems, elite athletes simply 
view them as challenges to overcome. Such 
was the case with Rahul who never gave any 
excuses in his pursuit of excellence. “The 
goals Rahul set for himself were always his 
primary focus,” says captain Joel Lavoie. “He 
came to practice with a purpose and a drive 
to push himself to be the best player and 
teammate he could be.” While serious in 
regards to his competition, Rahul also 
enjoyed having fun and joking around with his 
teammates epically when traveling for away 
matches.  

Raul Barron: CAS '17 & Marcos Zedan Azurdia: 
CAS '17  

While both Raul and Marcos joined the team this year, 
they have played an integral role in strengthening the 
program. Both were continually on the hunt for 
opportunities to improve, take risks, and maintain 
positive, coachable mindsets. “Raul and Marcus 
joined the team during their senior years and they 
have both showed tremendous growth as players,” 
says captain Marwan Sallam.  

“Our team definitely wouldn’t have been as successful 
without their commitment, hard work, and leadership 
as upperclassmen. I will miss being able to play with 
both of them.”  

 

Raul returning a point during a round robin 
tournament at Vassar College in February 2017.  

Rahul preparing to return a challenging point.  


