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EDUCATION


2007-Present
Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts



PhD Candidate, Cell and Molecular Biology Program

2000-2004
Lafayette College, Easton, Pa



Bachelors of Arts in Biology, cum laude
GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS

2010

NIH Ruth L. Kirschstein NRSA Predoctoral Fellowship (NIGMS)

2010

American Museum of Natural History Lerner Gray grant for marine 


biology research 
2010

Warren-McLeod Fellowship for graduate research in marine biology 

2000-2004
Spear Foundation Scholarship

HONORS & AWARDS
2004

“The Coach’s Award”, Lafayette Division I Swimming & Diving Team

PUBLICATIONS

MANUSCRIPTS

1. Wolenski, F., Chandani, S., Stefanik, D., Jiang, N., Chu, E., Finnerty, J., Gilmore, T.  Two Polymorphic Residues Account for the Differences in DNA Binding and Transcriptional Activation by NF-κB Proteins Encoded by Naturally Occurring Alleles in Nematostella vectensis. (Journal of Molecular Evolution, in review)

2. Trevino, M., Stefanik, D. J., Rodriguez, R., Harmon, S., & Burton, P. M. (2011). Induction of canonical Wnt signaling by alsterpaullone is sufficient for oral tissue fate during regeneration and embryogenesis in Nematostella vectensis Developmental dynamics. 240(12), 2673–2679
3. Wolenski, F. S., Garbati, M. R., Lubinski, T. J., Traylor-Knowles, N., Dresselhaus, E., Stefanik, D. J., Goucher, H., Finnerty, J. R., Gilmore, T. D. (2011). Characterization of the core elements of the NF-κB signaling pathway of the sea anemone Nematostella vectensis. Molecular and cellular biology, 31(5), 1076–1087.
4. Reitzel, A. M., Stefanik D. J., Finnerty J. R. (2011). Asexual reproduction in Cnidaria: Comparative processes and candidate mechanisms.  In A. H. Thomas Flatt (Ed.), Mechanisms of Life History Evolution.  The Genetics and Physiology of Life History Traits and Trade-offs. (pp. 101–113) Oxford: Oxford University Press, USA.
5. Damek-Poprawa, M., Stefanik, D., Levin, L. M., & Akintoye, S. O. (2010). Human bone marrow stromal cells display variable anatomic site-dependent response and recovery from irradiation. Archives of oral biology, 55(5), 358–364
6. Song JS, Stefanik D, Damek-Poprawa M, Alawi F, Akintoye SO. (2009) Differentiation and Regenerative Capacities of Human Odontoma-Derived Mesenchymal Cells. Differentiation 77(1):29-37

7. Akintoye, SO, Giavis, P, Stefanik D, Levin L, Mante FK. (2008) Comparative osteogenesis of maxilla and ilac crest human bone marrow stromal cells attached to oxidized titanium: a pilot study. Clin. Oral Impl. Res. 19:1197-1201

8. Stefanik D, Sarin J, Lam T, Levin L, Leboy PS, Akintoye SO. (2008). Disparate osteogenic response of mandible and iliac crest bone marrow stromal cells to pamidronate. Oral Diseases 14(5):465-471 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
2007-Present 
Graduate Student, Cell & Molecular Biology Program, Boston University



Advisor: Dr. John R Finnerty

Project focus: The molecular mechanisms of axial patterning across developmental trajectories in sea anemones

2005-2007
Research Technician, University of Pennsylvania Dental School



PI: Dr. Sunday Akintoye

Project focus: Characterization of skeletal site-specific properties of postnatal orofacial and iliac crest human bone marrow stromal cells.

2005

Research Assistant, Frontier Conservation Marine Research Program

Project focus:  Survey of coral reef fish species abundance and local fisheries catch sustainability in Anakao, Madagascar.

2004

Intern, Fish and Invertebrates Dept., New Jersey State Aquarium

Project focus: Husbandry and care of over 800 species of fish and invertebrates in the aquarium’s public display tanks.

2004

Independent Research, Lafayette College



Advisor: Dr. Wayne Leibel



Project focus: swimming behavior of the early-branching actinopterygian 


fish, Polypterus senegalis
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2011
Invited lecturer, Introduction to Biology Class, Simmons College

Lecture title: Biology and evolution of cnidarians and ctenophores
2009

Teaching Fellow, Genetics Discussion, Boston University

2008

Teaching Fellow, Behavioral Biology Laboratory, Boston University

2008

Teaching Fellow, Marine Biology Discussion, Boston University

2007

Teaching Fellow, Introductory Biology Laboratory, Boston University
2004

Junior Varsity Tennis Coach, Notre Dame Girl’s Academy, Pa
2004

Tutor, Marine Biology, Lafayette College

2002-2004
Assistant Director of Racquet Sports, Overbrook Golf Club

SERVICE & OUTREACH

2010-2012
Laboratory Safety Coordinator, Finnerty Lab, Boston University
2011

Co-director of BIOBUGS, Boston University
2010

Grader, CC106 course, Boston University
2010

Systems Ecologist faculty search grad student committee
2009-2011
BIOBUGS volunteer, Boston University

2009

Marine Biology faculty search grad student committee

2005

Volunteer English Teacher, Anakao, Madagascar


