Smoke Signals – in “MLL Overload” – movies




dmiller
A. Forgive Father (approx. 8 min.)

Watch and listen to the movie clip.  Fill in the missing words or phrases:

(song at the beginning)

“Sometimes, father, you and I are like two old __________________________ who spend their ________________________________________________ in the bars, ________________________________________ down all those lies and lies and lies.

And Sometimes, father, you and I are like dirty ____________________________ who wear the same ______________________ every day, as just one more _____________________________ of us dies and dies and dies.

Sometimes, father, you and I are like a _________________________________________________ that can’t get across the _______________________________________________________, no matter how hard he tries and tries and tries.”

*Vocabulary term: “on the res”:  on the reservation (where Native Americans live)

Answer the following questions:
1. What is Thomas going to do with Victor’s father’s ashes?  Why?

2.   Does Victor know why his dad really left?  How does he feel about his dad having left? What makes you think that?

3.  Why do you think Victor’s mom lifts up her husband’s ashes?

Listen again to the monologue at the end and fill in the missing words or phrases.
“How do we forgive our fathers?  Maybe in a _______________________________.  Do we forgive our fathers for _______________________________________________________ or forever when we were little?

Maybe for _____________________________ us with unexpected _________________________ or making us ________________________________ because there never seemed to be any rage there at all?

Do we forgive our fathers for ________________________________________________________ our mother?

For ___________________________________________________________________________ our mothers?  And shall we forgive them for their __________________________________________________ or _________________________________________?  Shall we forgive them for ________________________________ or ________________________________________________? For ______________________________________________? For _______________________________________________________________________________, or never speaking? Or never being ___________________________?  Do we forgive our fathers in _______________________________________ or in ____________________________________?  Or in _____________________________________, saying it to them , or not saying it?  If we forgive our fathers, ____________________________________________________?”

Tape your answers to the following questions.  [use Audacity, save as MP3 life]
1. What happens at the end of the movie clip?  What is Victor expressing?

2.  How does this segment of the movie affect you?

3.  How do you relate to or understand what is said about forgiving our fathers?  

4.  What do you understand about forgiveness?

5.  Are there ever any situations that can never be forgiven?  Explain.

6.  Have you ever known anyone who held grudges (would never forgive someone)?  What is the purpose of holding a grudge?  Is holding a grudge OK? Why or why not?

B. If you have time, view Smoke Signals – Oral Tradition,  and answer the following:

What does each of the following words or phrases mean:

a. to barter

b. a hippie

c. rifle

d. plea bargain

e. walla walla

Answer the following:

1. What does the driver first ask to drink?

2. What does she finally drink and why?

3. What does Victor trade in order to get a ride?

4. What did the woman think about Vic’s trade?
