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“Empreintes figuristes dans la Notitia Linguae Sinicae” (Paper from the Ve Colloque
international de Sinologie in Chantilly 1989) in press.

“Notes on Abel Rémusat and the Beginning of Academic Sinology in Europa” (Paper
from the V1le Colloque international de Sinologie, Chantilly 1992) in press.

Claudia von Collani
Wiirzburg

ARCHIVO FRANCISCANO IBERO-ORIENTAL (AFIO)
Madrid (Spain)

An important, albeit small, archival repository regarding the missions of East
Asia is the Franciscan Archive of the Province of St. Gregory of Castille in Madrid,
officially called Archivo Franciscano Ibero-Oriental (AFIO). This archive was formerly
widely known as the “Pastrana Archive”, from the name of a little town in the
province of Guadalajara, not too far from Madrid, where it was held until 1977. Some
important materials on the Franciscan missions in China preserved in this archive
have been published in the collection Sinica Franciscana, as well as in a few seminal
articles in Archivum Historicum Franciscanum by Fr. Lorenzo Perez, archivist at Pastrana
at the beginning of the century.

The present province of St. Gregory of Castille was originally founded as
“Provincia de San Gregorio Magno de Filipinas” in 1577. The friars of the province
established residences in the Philippines (1578), Japan (1593), Moluccas and Celebes
(1606), China (1632) and Indochina (1720), as well as in New Spain, which was a
transit point from Spain to the Far East. Only at the beginning of the 19th century did
the need emerge for some residences in Spain, prominent among fhem the
college-seminary of Aranjuez, later moved to Pastrana (1855). When Spain lost the
Philippines in 1898, many Franciscans decided to return to Spain. The old province
continued to exist as such until 1970, when it was turned into a Missionary Vicariat, to
become completely independent as the “Provincia de San Pedro Bautista de Filipinas”
in 1983. At the same time, the Spanish part of it was renamed “Provincia de San
Gregorio de Castilla.”

In the AFIO is preserved a part of the documents of the old province of St.
Gregory. Many have disappeared for various reason, and presently the Archive
contains a total of 433 legajos (bundles) and a small number (163) of books related to

the history of the missions and of the province.
The AFIO contajns three main types of documents:

papers of the Province (Archivo de Provincia)
papers of suppressed convents (in Europe)
papers of the Convent of Pastrana.

Only the papers of the Archive de Provincia are directly relevant for the
historian of the missions and of East Asia. A certain number of legajos regard the
missions of China, Japan, Cochinchina and the Philippines (the majority), covering a
period from 1582 to 1902. The legajos on China are the following: Documents
(Documentos de la misiones de China, 5 leg.), Writings (Escritos de misioneros de China, 5),
Letters (Cartas de misioneros de China, 4 + 5). A section of Various Papers (Papeles Varios)
contains miscellaneous materials.

The AFIO is located in the third floor of the Convent of San Antonio del Retiro
in Madrid. It consists of a document repository, a small library room, and a reading
room. An inventory (registro) of the documents is available in the reading room,
where space for four researchers is provided. A photocopying machine is also

_available. The AFIO is open only twice a week, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10 am - 1

pm, and 4 pm - 8 pm.

The AFIO is situated near the center of the city, besides the Parque de El Retiro,
a ten-minute walk from Porta del Sol (city center) and twenty minutes from the
National Library. The AFIO address is

Archivo Franciscano Ibero-Oriental
Dugque de Sesto, 9
28009 Madrid
SPAIN
Tel. 577-07-15

The Archivist is Fr. Cayetano Sanchez O.F.M. (This description is based on information
supplied by Fr. Sdnchez, and on a guide (25 pp.) prepared by him: EIl Archivo-
Franciscano Ibero-Oriental: origen, vicisitudes, e importancia de sus fondos misionales, Madrid,
1994.)

Eugenio Menegon
Berkeley




