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“Qing Religious Diplomacy with Europe & the Ideas of ‘Court’

and ‘Diplomacy’ from the Kangxi to the Qianlong reigns”

EEEONE R SNRERNM CE M S B4R
Fugenio Menegon (#8BR&HUR, KA Z)

Abstract: The Qing dynasty developed a flexible approach to foreign relations between the
Kangxi and Qianlong reigns, creating new institutions to deal with Inner Asians and
Russians, such as the Lifan yuan 23R (literally, ‘Department to Manage the Outside
Borders’; in Manchu tulergi golo be dasara jurgan, ‘Department for the Administration of
Outlying Regions’), while also continuing along Ming precedents to use the Ministry of Rites

(Libu ¥&%R) to deal with both European sea-faring visitors and other Asian polities.

The diplomatic contacts with the Holy See are a special chapter in the history of Qing
diplomacy. The ‘religious’ dimension of this relationship was paramount, especially during the
Kangxi reign, when two papal legates visited the Kangxi court in 1705 and 1720. The difference
between Chinese and European conceptions of international relations emerged quite clearly
during Qing contacts with the Catholic Church, as well as on the occasion of Portuguese
embassies, partly linked to religious issues. However, the ‘religious’ nature of the papacy also
introduced special considerations in the Qing imperial conceptualization of diplomatic

relationships with Europe.

This presentation explores Qing imperial attitudes and European/missionary responses in the
definition of the concept of ‘court’ (chao B in Chinese, curia in Latin, corte in Portuguese
and Italian), using materials on the papal legations and on the interactions between successive
Qing emperors and court missionaries. The goal is to illuminate how Chinese diplomatic
concepts evolved in the long eighteenth century, and if and how a foreign culture and religion

possibly influenced some aspects of Qing diplomatic theory and practice.





