Boston University

CAS/GRS International Teaching Fellows Orientation

Geddes Language Center, 685 Commonwealth Avenue, 5th floor
August 22 –August 30, 2011
Instructors:  

Irene Maksymjuk

maks@bu.edu



617-407-3253 (cell)

Carol Pineiro


chp@bu.edu



617-353-7954 (o)
Susan Vik


susanvik@bu.edu


617-353-7935 (o)



This program prepares international teaching fellows for their classroom responsibilities by offering training in four areas: 
• University Culture:  Participants will read about and discuss topics related to US university culture, including the role of the ITF, student/teacher relationships, expectations of American undergraduate students, grading issues, and the academic code of conduct that governs university life.  Experienced ITFs will share their expertise through small-group discussions.

• Presentations, Microteaching, and Teaching Techniques:  Participants will give presentations on a variety of formal and informal topics.  Feedback will include ideas for lesson planning, developing teacher presence, understanding teacher authority, increasing student participation, using audio-visual aids effectively and developing appropriate strategies to compensate for possible language difficulties.  Participants will be filmed and receive feedback from instructors and peers during the latter half of orientation.

• Campus Resources and the Surrounding Culture: Through a guided exercise in identifying resources and learning about local practices and beliefs, participants will increase their familiarity with the Boston University campus, the surrounding area, and the broader cultural context.

• Classroom Discourse and Interaction:  Participants will be exposed to widely-used classroom vocabulary and idioms, as well as common ways of talking between instructors and students.  They will become familiar with typical types of interactions with students in North American classrooms.

Materials:

· Academic Interactions: Communicating on Campus (AI) by C.B. Feak, S.M.Reinhart and T.N.Rohlck, U. Michigan Press 2009;
· Introduction to US Classroom Culture (USCC) by A. Eland, M. Smithee and S.L. Greenblatt, NAFSA 2009;
· Introduction to American Life (AL) by L. Denslow, M. Tinkham and P. Willer, NAFSA 2004;
· Boston University Graduate Teaching Fellow Handbook, by Janelle Heineke, CEIT 2011.

The texts are provided at no cost to participants. Additional exercises taken from Communicate: Strategies for International Teaching Assistants by J.Smith, C.M. Meyers and A.J.Berkhalter, Regents/Prentice Hall 1992, will also be provided. Finally, additional resources may be found on our ITF Program Wiki: https://celop.bu.edu/groups/itfprogram/
ASSIGNMENTS -- The principal items you need to prepare and their due dates are:

Wednesday 8/24
 Explaining a visual:  Five-minute presentation; packet p.12
Thursday 8/25

Microteaching Lesson: 10-minute presentation; packet. pp.17-19 

Monday 8/29

Scavenger Hunt/Cultural Observation Presentation; packet pp.8-11 

See the schedule that follows for additional short assignments; brief readings from AI, the NAFSA brochures or the packet will also be assigned.
Assessment:  

· We will administer the Versant English Test to determine ITFs’ ongoing training needs.
· All participants will receive an evaluation of their English communication skills at program's end.
Locations:
Geddes = Geddes Language Center, 685 Commonwealth Avenue, 5th fl, lounge and class rooms:


#533B  for Big Group, i.e, all together (BG)


#530 for small group (SG) with Irene Maksymjuk (IM)


#534 for small group (SG) with Carol Pineiro (CP) 


#538 for small goup (SG) with Susan Vik (SV)


(see p.  5  of packet for your small group assignment)
GSU = George Sherman Union-- student union and food court at 775 Commonwealth Avenue:


The Academy Room, on the back right side of the dining area, near the stairs, is reserved for us, 
except for Tuesday and Thursday of our first week. 

CAS = College of Arts and Sciences, 685 Commonwealth Avenue 
Program Schedule
Monday August 22

AM
8 - 9  

Breakfast in Geddes Lounge

9-10:00
Welcome and Introduction to ITF Orientation (BG)
 




Jeffrey Hughes, Associate Dean of the Graduate School




Irene Maksymjuk, ITF Orientation Coordinator

10:15-12
Self-Introductions (Pre-Assignment) and



Introduction to US Classroom Culture and T/S Relations



(SG: see p.  5  of packet for your small group assignment)


PM
12– 1:15 
Lunch (GSU, Academy Room)


1:30 – 4:30   
Assignments Explained; Cross-Cultural Simulation 




(BG/Geddes Lounge)
Assignment:

· Don't Just Tell Me.... , packet pp.13-15
· Choosing and Presenting Key Terms,  packet p. 16
· US Classroom Culture 
Tuesday August 23
AM
No instructional sessions:  Time off to search for housing, scavenger hunt, prepare for 
upcoming sessions, etc.

PM 
12-1:15
 Lunch (GSU Food Court)


1:30-4:30
Defining Terms and Explaining a Visual Preparation (SG)

Assignment:

· Seven Steps to An Effective Presentation, packet pp. 20-21
· Finish and practice your Explaining a Visual presentation
· Choose 2-3 possible topics for your microteaching presentation and think about how you might develop them
Wednesday, August 24

AM
8-9  

Breakfast session with Maira Constantino (Physics) in Geddes lounge,




An ITFs View of Teaching at BU


9-9:30

Explanation of afternoon testing process & schedule (BG)


9:45-12 
Explaining a Visual Presentations and Feedback (SG)

PM
12-1:15
Lunch and Student Panel Discussion with Ike Abganusi (Math),



Yuka Akiyama (SED) and Anais Gervais (Chem), Managing



Language and Cultural Differences (GSU, Academy Room) 


1:30-4:30 
Concurrent sessions: 




Individual Testing in 533 B + C (w/IM) per schedule given in am





and




Microteaching Preparation (w/CP in 534 and SV in 538, IM group as re-assigned 




for the afternoon)

Assignment:   Finish and practice your Microteaching Presentation
Thursday, August 25 

AM
No instructional sessions:  Time off to search for housing, scavenger hunt, prepare for 
upcoming sessions, etc.

PM
 12-1:15
 Lunch (GSU Food Court) 


1:30-4:30
Microteaching Presentations (filmed in SG)


Assignment: 
Review your Microteaching presentation and complete self-evaluation by




Monday morning

Friday, August 26

AM
8-9  

Breakfast session with Yuka Akiyama (SED)  in Geddes lounge,




Ways to Improve your English

9-10:15
Handling Email and Other Professional Communication (SG)

10:30-12
Student Panel Discussion with Yuka Akiyama (SED) Maira Constantino (Ph), 



Anais Gervais (Chem), and Shugao Ma (CS), Relating Effectively to US 




Faculty and Students  (BG) 

PM
12-1:15
 Lunch (GSU, Academy Room, with panelists)


No afternoon instructional sessions. Time off to search for housing, scavenger hunt, etc.

Assignment:

· Introduction to American Life
· Complete Scavenger Hunt and prepare presentation of findings
· Complete Microteaching presentation review and self-evaluation

Monday, August 29

AM
8-9  

Breakfast session with Nagendra Panduranga (Ph) in Geddes lounge, 




Making Friends and Time for a Social Life


9-10:30
Introduction to American Life Discussion and Cross-Cultural Observations (SG)

10:45-12
Presentation of Scavenger Hunt Findings and Awards (BG)

PM
12-1:15
 Lunch Session with Simin Li (Ch), Time Management (GSU Academy Room)


1:30-4:30  
Individual Microteaching Performance Reviews 




(individual appointments with SG instructor)

Assignment: 
Review the Graduate Teaching Fellow Handbook, especially




the section on Boston University Policies, pp.9-11.

Tuesday, August 30

AM
8-9

Breakfast in Geddes lounge


9-12

Professional Demands on Faculty and TFs, Academic Code of




Conduct, and Strategies for Dealing with Classroom Issues (SG)

PM
12-1:15
Lunch and Student Panel Discussion with Ike Agbanusi (Math), 




Simin Li (Chem), Xianrui Meng (CS) and Nagendra Panduranga (Ph),




How to be an Effective TF and Successful Graduate Student at the 




Same Time  (GSU, Academy Room)

1:30-2:30
Wrap Up, Academic Year Program Explained, and Program



Evaluation (BG)
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