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Office:  890 Commonwealth Ave (CELOP) rm 234 



  617-407-3253
Office hours: M and W 3-4 pm and by appointment

Schedule: Wednesdays, 5-6:15 in MCS 137

We meet for 12 weeks, from January 25th to April 18th
Course Description: The overall purpose of this seminar is to improve participants’ communi-cation and teaching skills in English. Our immediate goal is to improve your ability to interact effectively and comfortably with your students. Longer-term, the course is designed to help you with the teaching and professional communication demands facing graduate students; it can also generally help you improve the communication skills needed for a professional career in English. We will focus on presentation and discussion skills as well as North American culture and interaction styles; we can also discuss any pedagogical, academic or cultural topics of interest to participants. Our specific agenda will be decided by the group.  In addition, English language issues will be addressed as needed. Every effort will be made to maximize our time together and minimize preparation time.
Materials: Specific handouts will be tailored to student needs and interests, but resources on

issues of teaching and learning include:

· Feak, Reinhart and Rohlck (2009), Academic Interactions on Campus, U.Michigan Press

· BU’s Center for Excellence and Innovation in Teaching website, especially the sections on faculty development and teaching resources: http://www.bu.edu/ceit
Requirements: Participants are responsible for coming prepared. Active participation by all involved is essential for the success of any seminar, so what you get out of this one depends greatly on what you all put in. 
Assessment: This is a non-credit course, so there are no grades. However, you will receive a written evaluation of your performance at the end of the term. Your department and the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies will also receive copies of your evaluation.
Holidays:  Presidents’ Day, February 20th; Spring Break, March 12-16; Patriots’ Day, April 16th
Topics:

January 25th: 

Sage on the Stage or Guide on the Side?
February 1st:

The Super Bowl and Super Bowl Ads



February 8th: 

Planning our Themes and Presentation Schedule
February 15th:

Ballgame Rivalries (Yao) and Sports Related Slang
February 22:

Popular Brand Images in the US and China (Mengdi)

February 29th:

Interviewing for a Job (Yang)

March 7th:

Movies: What makes them Popular? (Chao)
March 12-16:

SPRING BREAK

March 21st:

Everyday Food and Menus (Mengdi)

March 28th 

To be rescheduled (Irene away at a conference)

April 4th, 11th and 18th TBD
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