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AP 550 concentrates on the historical, philosophical and public policy issues in higher education. The 

course was designed to introduce the major ideas and higher education innovations from ancient times to 

the present.  Special attention is paid to the origins, purposes and content of higher education, the 

broadening of access and opportunity, the invention of new models of education, and the struggles to 

balance traditional values with emerging priorities and technologies.   

 

The course objectives are: 

 

1. To develop further an awareness of the influence of other civilizations and especially of Europe on 

the evolution of American higher education 

2. To learn more about persistent issues in higher education governance and the organization of 

services in colleges and universities 

3. To understand the opening up of access to previously unserved populations in each century, and to 

evaluate the newer formats, e.g. electronic learning and for-profit colleges  

 

Students will be expected to explore the origins of the liberal arts, of professional and technical studies, of 

basic governance issues including the roles of faculties, students, administrators and trustees. The second 

BU higher education foundations course, AP551, deals with contemporary issues in higher education. 

 

Each student is expected to read, review and critique two books whose selection will be approved by the 

professor. The first must deal with higher education or major ideas prior to 1940, such as the origins of 

science or humanism, or of older colleges and universities. No textbooks are required but we recommend 

the 2006 revised edition of Christopher Lucas’ American Higher Education: A History, or Frederick 

Rudolph’s American Colleges and Universities: A History.  Students from other nations may compare and 

contrast their own higher education systems and history with those of America. The review should not 

simply summarize but should be a “critical” review of ideas and concepts or issues, such as one would 

read in the NY Times Sunday Book Review or NY Review of Books.  You may compare or contrast with 

other articles or books and with your own experience.  I expect you to “interact” with and dissect in 

writing what you read. Bibliographies are on “BU Joe Cronin” Website. 

 

Each student each week is expected to prepare by pursuing the questions, by reading, and must contribute 

to small group discussions. The instructor will help students discern the major issues, not by lecturing but 

through questioning and summary comments. Grades will be based 20% on class participation, 20% on 

each of the two books reviewed, and 40% on a final written examination at the end of the term.  This 

exam will include both broad essay questions on major issues and a series of shorter identification 

questions on major academic leaders, events and challenges.  The key issues will be discussed in class, 

which makes attendance, student questioning and note taking important. 

 

 

 



The final examination will be in class, and will provide an opportunity to display what you have learned 

about major historical issues and current higher education problems, that have been addressed in prior 

decades or civilizations. Several guest speakers will provide additional perspective on higher education 

trends.  Often their ideas and contributions will be reflected in final exam questions. 

 

I am available by email and by phone, and by appointment when needed.  I can approve book selections 

either by email or in class, or after class. 

 

SCHEDULE OF CLASS MEETINGS
1
 

 

September 7  Organizational Meeting: Demography and Higher Education Today 

 

                  14 Ancient Origins of Higher Education, Fields of Study  

  Online research tutorial at the Pickering Educational Resource Library, SED 

 

21  Emergence of Arab, European Universities after 900 

 

28  US Higher Education 1630’s to 1830’s; Normal Schools, Women 

 

October     5  The Age of Social Reform: 1830’s-1870’s; Land Grant     

                    Universities; Colleges for Minorities 

 

12  The Modern University:  Impact of Germany, France on the US 

 

19   After World War II: GI Bill, NDSL, Pell Grants, Student Loans 

 

                  26   Innovation and Experimentation in College Formats 

 

November  2  Online and Electronic Education: BU, Phoenix and Elsewhere. 

 

                   9 The Recent Drives for Markets and Accountability    

Field Trip to New England Institute of Art, Brookline 

 

16  Reforms, Readiness for, and Retention in College 

 

                   29  Summary and Review 

 

                   7  Final Examination   

            
 

 

                                                 
1
 Please note that in addition to the regularly scheduled class meetings there are two field trips. The first is on September 14

th
 at 

the Pickering Educational Resource Library. Please sign up to participate in either the 2:30pm session or the 7pm session.  The 

second is on November 9
th

 at the NEIA. In Brookline Village.  



 

 

ASSIGMENTS AND QUESTIONS  

 

Questions for Sept. 14. Using the library and Internet, what can you discover about the origins of higher learning? What were 

the fields of study?  The role of Sumeria, Greece, Rome, Egypt? How did major philospohies differ? Why were academies or 

universities organized?   Use texts, Google, Encarta, encyclopedias, et al. Bring written outlines or answers each week for 

group discussions.   

 

Questions for September 21.Who started the early universities?  What was the role of religion, the church? How did countries 

vary the formats? What was the role of students?  Check on the Muslim influence. Impact of the Protestant Reformation?  The 

Age of Reason?  Which prevailed, faith versus science? 

 

Questions For Sept 28. What were the influences of England and Europe on early American colleges?  The role of church 

denominations?  What were the ten most important characteristics of these colleges?  What were the critical events 1636-1776?  

What changed after the Revolution? What was the impact of the American Revolution on American higher education?  Of the 

Industrial Revolution. Was there a social revolution as well (reform movements)? Which colleges taught the classics, or “useful 

knowledge”? Was higher education a private, national, or state function?   

 

Questions for October 5. What new religious colleges opened? Where could women study? What were Normal Schools and 

where?  What were the origins of land grant universities, and why did the 1862 law need further reform in the 1890’s?  What 

were the choices for students of color for advanced study? FIRST BOOK REVIEW DUE 

 

Questions for October 12. Where did the PhD originate?  Who in the United States adopted this idea?  What other fields of 

graduate study (business, law, medicine etc) emerged, and where? 

 

Questions for October 19.  How did World War II change higher education?  The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. Where did 

community colleges flourish and why? What did the Truman Commission recommend?  New fields of study?  What did the 

Higher Education Act of 1965 do for students ? 

 

Questions for October 27.  What were the experimental colleges of the 20’s and 50’s?  And “universities without walls”?  

What did Antioch, Bennington and Goddard  contribute in the way of higher education formats?   Where are the “Great Books” 

colleges?   Black Mountain College, and Berea College? 

Suggested reading: www-unix.oit.umass.edu~hendra/unpublished%20Results.html.  (on blogsite also) Google for University 

without Walls.  Also, look up Antioch, Bard, Bennington, Goddard, and Skidmore 

 

Questions for November 2.  Jay Halfond, Nancy Coleman from BU Met College.   Look up online what Boston University, 

Babson, UMass Online offer for course and degrees online.  Read articles on Phoenix, distance education (see Cronin website).  

Why the rapid growth?  What are the negatives? SECOND BOOK REVIEW DUE 

 

Questions for November 9.  Read back articles (CHRONICLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION) about for-profit universities.  

Look up Career Education Corporation, EDMC (Pittsburgh) LAUREATE, Kaplan, and Educational Management Corporation, 

and Phoenix (Apollo Group) for examples of innovative, growth oriented for-profit universities. Phoenix article on website. 

 

Questions for November 16.  What are the shortcomings, criticisms of US higher education?  Read the Spellings Commission 

report (online) Read Cronin and Horton: Will Higher Education Be the Next Bubble? Check Obama’s education speeches to 

Hispanics, Michigan community colleges. 

 

Questions for November 29.  Prepare a list of questions, ten persons and events, and long term trends worthy of  description 

and analysis.  In effect, construct an exam that captures the breadth and depth of what you have learned.  

 

Questions for December 7. FINAL EXAM  

 

Critical book reviews should begin by identifying the author, year, publisher, intended audience, and point of view 

(traditional, progressive, contrarian, historical). You may include your opinions on the ideas, relating them to your 

experiences. This is not a research paper but you should document any references, other articles or reviews. 

Speculate as to whether these ideas will hold up over time. 


