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1989  Consultant, USAID - Nairobi, Kenya, through John Snow, Inc. 
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1984  Consultant, USAID - Cairo 
1982  Consultant, U.S. State Department 
1979  Research Assistant, M.I.T. Energy Lab, Prof. Martin B. Zimmerman  
1979  Research Assistant, M.I.T. Energy Lab, Prof. Richard Schmalensee 
1978  Research Fellow, Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, Richard Syron 
1976  Research Assistant, First National Bank of Boston, Dr. James Howell 
1975  Research Assistant, Massachusetts Energy Policy Office; Dr. Henry Lee 
1974  Intern, New England Congressional Caucus, Wash. DC  
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International Health Economics Association, Toronto, Canada 

May, 2011 Recent Payment Innovations from the US Affecting Health Care Costs and 
Quality. Department of Health and Ageing, Canberra, Australia 

April, 2011 Does Service-Level Spending Show Evidence of Selection Across Health Plan 
Types? University of Sydney, Australia 

March, 2011 Does Service-Level Spending Show Evidence of Selection Across Health Plan 
Types? University of Melbourne, Australia 
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March, 2011 Bending the Cost Curve? Results from a Risk-Adjusted Payment Model for a 
Patient-Centered Medical Home. Melbourne Institute, University of 
Melbourne, Australia 

March, 2011 Bending the Cost Curve? Results from a Risk-Adjusted Payment Model for a 
Patient-Centered Medical Home. Department of Health and Ageing, 
Canberra, Australia 

March, 2011 Bending the Cost Curve? Results from a Risk-Adjusted Payment Model for a 
Patient-Centered Medical Home. University of Technology Sydney, 
Australia 

February, 2011  Risk-Adjusted Bundled Payment for a Patient-Centered Medical Home Office 
ofResearch, Development and Information. Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Baltimore MD. 

February, 2011  Bending the Cost Curve? Results from a Risk-Adjusted Payment Model for a 
Patient-Centered Medical Home. School of Economics, University of New 
South Wales, Sydney Australia. 

November 2010  Bending the Cost Curve? Results from a Risk-Adjusted Payment Model for a 
Patient-Centered Medical Home. Department of Health Services Research, 
Boston University School of Public Health 

November 2010  Bending the Cost Curve? Results from a Risk-Adjusted Payment Model for a 
Patient-Centered Medical Home Department of Health Care Policy. Harvard 
Medical School 

October 2010  Blueprint for a Patient-Centered Medical Home Payment Model. Department 
of Health Care Policy, Harvard Medical School 

September 2010  Risk-Adjusted Bundled Payments for Primary Care. Risk Adjustment Network 
conference, Berlin Germany 

September 2010  Recent Risk Adjustment Developments in Public Systems in the US. Risk 
Adjustment Network conference, Berlin Germany  

June 2010 Risk-Adjusted Bundled Payment for Primary Care. American Society of 
Health Economists (ASHEcon), Cornell NY 

May 2010 Risk Adjusting Panel Performance Measures. Group Practice Improvement 
Network, (Internet presentation) 

April 2010 Risk-Adjusted Bundled Payments for Primary Care. Harvard University, 
Kennedy School of Government.  

January 2010 Bundled payments to primary care physicians using a risk-adjusted Primary 
Care Activity Level (PCAL) model. International Conference on Health 
Policy Statistics, American Statistical Association, Washington DC. 

November 2009 For what should primary care practitioners be paid? The Primary Care Activity 
Level (PCAL). Prospective payment and health care provision 
conference, Barcelona, Spain. 

August 2009 Comprehensive Payment Systems for Primary Care (plenary speaker). Nordic 
Health Economics Study Group, Reykjavik Iceland. 

July 2009 Bundling, risk adjustment, and provider payment systems. International 
Health Economics Association (iHEA), Beijing, China 

March 2009 Health insurance, cost expectations, and job turnover. Case Western 
Reserve, Cleveland, OH. 

January 2009 Lessons from Recent German Health Care Reforms. American Economics 
Association (AEA)/Chineses Economics Association (CEANA), ASSA, 
San Francisco CA. 

October 2008 Regulation of Health Insurance Markets: Risk Adjustment and Risk Selection. 
First Congress of the Colombian Health Economics Association, Bogota, 
Colombia 
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September 2008 A Payment Model for Massachusetts Primary Care Reform. Actuaries Club 
of Boston, Boston MA 

June, 2008 Risk adjustment for payment and quality measurement. American Society of 
Health Economists (ASHE), Durham NC. 

June, 2008 Prevention and Dynamic Risk Adjustment. American Society of Health 
Economists (ASHEcon), Durham NC. 

May, 2008 Global update on risk adjustment and predictive models. International 
Actuaries Association, Health Section, Boston MA. 

March, 2008 Optimal health insurance for multiple goods and time periods. Annual 
Meeting of the Swiss Society of Economics and Statistics, Lausanne, 
Switzerland.  

March, 2008 Risk adjustment and predictive modeling: Concepts and applications. Risk 
Adjustment Network, Dublin, Ireland.  

January 2008 Optimal health insurance for multiple goods and time periods. Allied Social 
Sciences Association, American Society of Health Economists, New 
Orleans, LA. 

October 2007 Health Care Delivery: Does It Improve Health Status? (panelist). The World 
Bank, Commission on Growth and Development, Washington DC. 

July 2007 Optimal insurance with prevention and multiple health goods. International 
Health Economics Association (iHEA), Copenhagen, Denmark. 

May 2007 Optimal insurance with prevention and multiple health goods. Harvard 
University, Boston MA. 

April 2007 Does service-level spending show evidence of selection across health plan 
types? Harvard University, Kennedy School, Cambridge MA. 

October 2006 Provider payment methods and incentives. The World Bank, Washington DC. 
October 2006  Risk adjustment in health care markets: Concepts and Applications. 

University of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
September 2006 Risk adjustment in health care markets: Concepts and Applications. Suffolk 

University, Boston MA. 
September 2006 Risk adjustment in health care markets: Concepts and Applications. 

International Conference on Health Care Financing. Banff, Alberta 
Canada.  

June 2006 Risk adjustment and predictive modeling. American Society of Health 
Economists (ASHE), Madison WI. 

April 2006 Health Insurance, Expectations, and Job Turnover. University of Chicago, 
Harris School 

October 2005 Risk Adjustment and Predictive Modeling. American Statistical Association, 
Boston MA 

July 2005 Selection and Choice in the US Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and 
Modernization Act of 2003. International Health Economics Association 
(iHEA), Barcelona, Spain 

July 2005 Risk Adjustment and Predictive Modeling. International Health Economics 
Association (iHEA), Barcelona Spain 

July 2005 Health Insurance, Expectations, and Job Turnover, International Health 
Economics Association (iHEA), Barcelona Spain 

January 2005 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. RTI international, 
Waltham MA 

July 2004 Health Insurance, Expectations, and Job Turnover. Economic Research 
Initiative on the Uninsured, University of Michigan  

June 2004 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. Economic Society 
of Australia, Sydney, Australia  
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June 2004 Risk adjustment in health financing: Ensuring equity. New South Wales 
Department of Health and Ageing. Sydney, Australia. 

May 2004  Risk Selection, risk adjustment, selection, risk adjustment, and risk sharing: 
Lessons from Europe and the Americas. Victoria University of Wellington, 
New Zealand 

May 2004 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. University of 
Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand. 

May 2004 Using Fuzzy Diagnoses for Risk Adjustment. University of Adelaide, 
Australia. 

May 2004 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. University of 
South Australia, Adelaide Australia. 

May 2004  Predicting pharmacy costs and other medical costs using diagnoses and drug 
claims. Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Canberra, Australia 

April 2004 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. Sydney 
University,  

March 2004 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. University of 
Technology Sydney, Centre for Health Economics Research and Evaluation, 
Sydney Australia. 

January 2004 Health insurance, expectations, and labor market turnover. University of New 
South Wales, Sydney Australia. 

November 2003  Risk adjustment in health financing: Ensuring equity. Australian Government 
Department of Health and Ageing, Canberra, ACT Australia 

November 2003 Risk adjustment in health financing: Ensuring equity. Association for Health 
Services Research of Australia and New Zealand. Melbourne, Australia. 

November 2003 Risk selection, risk adjustment, selection, risk adjustment, and risk sharing: 
Lessons from Europe and the Americas. Association for Health Services 
Research of Australia and New Zealand. Melbourne, Australia. 

November 2003 Risk adjustment in health financing: Ensuring equity. Victoria Government 
Department of Human Services. Melbourne, Australia. 

November 2003 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. Boston University 
School of Public Health, Boston MA 

October 2003 Risk selection, risk adjustment, and risk sharing: lessons from Europe and the 
Americas. University of Essen, Essen, Germany  

July 2003 Risk Adjustment in the US Medicare Program. AcademyHealth, Nashville, 
TN.  

July 2003 New Uses of Diagnosis-Based Risk Adjustment. AcademyHealth, Nashville, 
TN. 

June 2003 Risk selection, risk adjustment, and risk sharing: lessons from Europe and the 
Americas. International Health Economics Association San Francisco CA 

June 2003 Risk selection, risk adjustment, and risk sharing: lessons from Europe and the 
Americas. RTI International, Waltham MA 

April 2003 Use of MEDSTAT MarketScan Data to develop models that identify high cost 
and high resource use individuals. Massachusetts Health Data Consortium 
Boston MA 

April 2003 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. University of 
Montreal, Montreal, Canada 

February 2003 Health Plan Entry and Exit in the Medicare Managed Care Market. Harvard 
University, Kennedy School of Government, Boston MA 

January 2003 Predictability and Predictiveness in Health Care Spending. American 
Economic Association, Washington DC.  

http://people.bu.edu/ellisrp/predictingcosts120303.pdf
http://people.bu.edu/ellisrp/predictingcosts120303.pdf
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April 2002 Using Fuzzy Diagnoses for Risk Adjustment. Case Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland Ohio 

March 2002 Using Fuzzy Diagnoses for Risk Adjustment. Taiwan National University, 
Taipei Taiwan 

March 2002 Using Fuzzy Diagnoses for Risk Adjustment. Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology, Hong Kong, China  

March 2002 Using Diagnoses for Risk Adjustment and Risk Assessment. Bureau of 
National Health Insurance, Taipei, Taiwan 

October 2001 DCGs and Mental Health. Department of Veteran’s Affairs, Bedford MA 
September 2001 Co-Organizer, Industrial Organization of Health Care, Plymouth NH  
July 2001. Predictability and Predictiveness. Third Biennial International Health 

Economics Association (iHEA) conference, York, England 
June 2001 Hospital payment in the United States: An overview and discussion of current 

policy issues. At international conference entitled “Disease-based payments: 
the Foreign Experience” DREES, Paris France. 

May 2001  Death Spirals, Switching Costs, and Health Premium Payment Systems. 
University of Minnesota, School of Public Health. 

March 2001 Risk Adjustment and Disease Burden Assessment, University of North 
Carolina, School of Public Health.  

March 2001  Death Spirals, Switching Costs, and Health Premium Payment Systems. 
University of North Carolina, Department of Economics,  

February 2001  Death Spirals, Switching Costs, and Health Premium Payment Systems. 
BU/Harvard/MIT Health Economics Seminar, Boston University.  

December 2000 Understanding HCFA's Implementation of the PIP-DCG model. Institute for 
International Research. Orlando Florida. 

October 2000  Risk Adjustment and Disease Burden Assessment, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, School of Public Health, Lister Hill Center for Health Policy. 

September 2000 Hospital Payment. Conference on Health Care Payment Reform, University 
of Aix- Marseille 2, France.  

September 2000 How Profitable is Risk Selection? A Comparison of Four Risk Adjustment 
Models. GREQAM, University of Aix-Marseille 2, France. 

August 2000 Test statistics in linear risk adjustment models. Northeast Regional Health 
Economics Conference, cosponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and Boston University School of Public Health, Newport RI. 

July 2000 Implementing the DCG model for the Veteran's Population. conference on risk 
adjustment, Department of Veteran's Affairs, Washington DC.  

June 2000 The Revised DCG/HCC risk adjustment model. Health Care Financing 
Administration, Baltimore MD. 

June 2000  State of the State's Health Care. Panelist, Massachusetts Medical Society, 
Waltham MA. (Comments published in summary proceedings of the 
Conference.)  

May 2000 Death Spirals and Health Premium Payment Systems. Brown University, 
Department of Economics, Providence MA. 

January 2000 Formal Risk Adjustment by Private Employers. conference on Formal Risk 
Adjustment, Cosponsored by Boston University, Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality, and Management Sciences Group, Department of 
Veterans Affairs, Boston MA.  

 
REVIEWER FOR 
Agency for Health Care Policy and Research, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 
American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, American Economic Review, American Journal of 
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Ambulatory Care; American Journal of Health Economics; American Journal of Managed Care; 
Applied Economics; Asia-Pacific Journal of Public Health; Australian Research Council; BEJ in 
Economic Analysis and Policy; Canadian Journal of Economics; Circulation; The Commonwealth 
Fund; Contemporary Policy Issues; Economic Development and Cultural Change; Economic 
Inquiry; Economics Modeling; Energy Journal; European Journal of Health Economics; Health 
Affairs; Expert Review of Pharmacoeconomics & Outcomes Research; Health Care Financing 
Administration; Health Care Financing Review; Health Care Management Science; Health 
Economics; Health Economics, Policy, and Law; Health Policy; Health Policy and Planning; 
Health Services and Outcomes Research Methodology; Inquiry; International Economic Review; 
International Journal of Forecasting; International Journal of Health Care Finance and 
Economics; International Journal of Health Economics and Management; Journal of Applied 
Public Economics; Journal of Clinical Epidemiology; Journal of Developing Areas; Journal of 
Development Economics; Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization; Journal of Economic 
and Management Strategy; Journal of Economic Literature; Journal of General Internal Medicine; 
Journal of Health Economics; Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved; Journal of 
Human Resources; Journal of Medical Economics; Journal of Policy Analysis and Management; 
Journal of Public Economics; Journal of Public Economics Theory; Journal of the American 
Medical Association; Medical Care; National Institute of Mental Health; National Institute of 
Aging; National Medical Research Council of Singapore; National Research Council; National 
Science Foundation; Nature; New England Journal of Medicine; Rand Journal of Economics; 
Research Foundation – Flanders; Review of Business and Economic Statistics; Review of 
Economics and Statistics; Review of Economic Studies; Review of Industrial Organization; 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation; Social Science and Medicine; Social Science Journal; Socio-
Economic Planning Sciences; Swiss National Science Foundation; The World Bank. 
 
HONORS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 
2013  Templeton Award for Excellence in Student Advising, BU College of Arts and  
  Sciences 
2012  Research and Educational Foundation Health Care Research Award Finalist,  

National Institute for Health Care Management, best article in 2011 
2008  Research and Educational Foundation Health Care Research Award, National  

Institute for Health Care Management: Best article of the year (co-recipient) 
2008 Health Services Research Impact Award, for body of work on Risk-Based 

Predictive Modeling  
1991  Research Fellowship, Department of Veteran's Affairs 
1988  Administrator's Citation, Health Care Financing Administration 
1987-1989 New Investigator Research Award, National Institute of Mental Health  
1982  National Science Foundation Research Contract No.SES-8208669 
1978  Research Fellowship, Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 
1976  Summa cum laude with distinction in major (economics)  
1976  William H. Massee award in Economics 
1975  Phi Beta Kappa 
 
EDITORIAL POSITIONS 
2013-2021 Associate Editor, American Journal of Health Economics  
1989-2019 Associate Editor, Journal of Health Economics  
2006-2013 Editorial Board, Berkeley Economic Journals in Economic Analysis and Policy  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
2004-  American Society of Health Economists (ASHEcon) 
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1996-  International Health Economics Association (iHEA)  
1981-  American Economic Association 
1988-2003 American Public Health Association 
1988-2010 AcademyHealth (Association for Health Services Research)  
1986-2003 Health Economics Research Organization 
1981-1991 International Association of Energy Economists 
 
LANGUAGES 
 French 
 
COMPUTER 
 SAS, STATA, LIMDEP, TSP, SPSS, SYSTAT, FORTRAN, Basic, EXCEL, Lotus 123, 

Mathematica, PowerPoint, Freelance, Scientific Word, Word, WordPerfect, XyWrite, 
Windows, and other software packages on mainframes and personal computers 

 
September 4, 2023 
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