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Spring Semester, 2016
Course: 


      Speaking with Improved Grammar and Vocabulary (E4731, Pool 4)

Mondays & Wednesdays, 1:30-3:50 PM, EOP 279
Instructor:
Samuela Eckstut
Contact Information 
Office: EOP 234




Office hours: Monday, 1:00-1:30 

seckstut@bu.edu



Blog: http://blogs.bu.edu/seckstut/
Textbook(s):
Oxford Learner’s Thesaurus
Other Required Materials: 
pens or pencils, notebook, folder (to keep handouts organized)
Course Overview: 


In this class you will improve your ability to speak English with more confidence and accuracy by reviewing and practicing a range of grammatical structures. You will learn to minimize grammar and vocabulary mistakes through activities, discussions and individual presentations.  You will receive help with grammar problems and with building your academic, social and professional vocabulary.
Policies: 

· Attendance: You are expected to attend all classes.  To receive a Certificate of Attendance, you must not miss more than 15% of the total hours for core and elective classes.  If you miss a class you are responsible for learning what work you have missed.  

                  If you know in advance that you will be absent, please let me know beforehand.  (As much 
             advance notice as possible will be appreciated.)

                  If you are ill the day of class, please send me an email (seckstut@bu.edu) before 1:30.  

             Alternatively, you can have a classmate tell me that you are feeling under the weather and will not be 
             attending class on that day.

                  Whatever the reason for your absence, it is your responsibility to come to the next class fully 
             prepared.  



· Punctuality: Be on time for every class - class will start promptly at 1:30 PM.  If you are running late, enter the classroom quietly with your class materials in your hands, causing as little disturbance as possible.  

· Late Policy: If you are up to 10 minutes late at the beginning of class, you will be marked late.  If this occurs three times, you will be marked 1 hour late.  If you are more than 10 minutes late, you will be considered “late” and ALSO be counted absent for the actual time missed.  If you are chronically late you will be put on probation.
Assessment Criteria:

You will receive written evaluations of your progress at the midterm and at the end of the semester. 
In addition to assessing your language skills (based on homework assignments, quizzes, vocabulary reviews, and your presentation), the evaluation will rate (E=Excellent; S=Satisfactory; U=Unsatisfactory) the following areas:


Attendance / Punctuality    

A student who gets an E rating:

-always shows up at 1:30 and is never late returning from the 15-minute break;  
-will not have missed any classes in the first six weeks of the semester and will not have missed 
 more than one class by the end of the semester.


 Conversely, a student who gets a U rating:

        -is frequently late for class and/or when returning from the 15-minute break; and/or
        -will have missed three classes by midterm and/or four classes by the end of the semester.

Attention to Homework and Class Preparation    

A student who gets an E rating: 
   -does all of the homework assignments on time and clearly puts a lot of effort into the assignment;  

   -always comes to class with the textbook, a notebook and something to write with; 

   -reviews material for quizzes and tests.

Conversely, a student who gets a U rating:

   -does not do the homework on a regular basis; and/or
   -does a rushed job when doing assignments; and/or  

   -frequently comes to class without the textbook, a notebook or something to write with; and/or
   -does not usually review material for quizzes and tests.

Class Effort and Participation
A student who gets an E rating:

     -never speaks his or her own language in class; 

     -never looks at his or her phone during class;  
     -participates in all class and group work;
     -always pays attention. (For example, if the student is called on to read aloud, the student knows 
       where on the page to start reading.)
Conversely, a student who gets a U rating: 

     -occasionally speaks his or her own language in class; and/or  
     -from time to time looks at his or her phone during class; and/or  

     -lets others do the talking in class and group work; and/or  
     -doesn’t always pay attention. (For example, if the student is called on to read aloud, others in the 

      class have to show the student where on the page to start reading.)
Holidays (no class): February 15 (Presidents’ Day); March 7-11 (Spring Break); April 18 (Patriots’ Day)
Weekly Schedule

[NB: This is a tentative schedule of the material to be covered.  It is likely to change, as per student need.]
	Week 
	Dates
	Material to be covered*

	2
	February 1

February 3


	Vocabulary acquisition skills 

The grammar of phrasal verbs 

    Model presentation

	3
	February 8

February 10
	Review of conditional forms--past, present, future time

    Presentation—Sofía

Further practice of conditional forms--present, future (1)  

	4
	February 15

February 17
	Presidents’ Day—NO CLASS

Further practice of conditional forms--present, future time (2)

	5
	February 22

February 24


	Further practice of conditional forms—past time; Inverted conditionals 

    Presentation—Soravis

Inverted conditionals (2)

    Presentation—Yann

	6
	February 29

March 2


	Mixed conditionals (1)

    Presentation—Hin Chung

Mixed conditionals (2)

    Presentation—Stéfano

	7
	March 14

March 16


	Implied conditionals 

Consolidation of conditionals

    Presentation—Shuo

	8
	March 21

March 23
	Tense review --the perfect aspect (1) 
    Presentation—Mathilde

Tense review --the perfect aspect (2) 

	9
	March 28

March 30


	Tense review --the perfect aspect (3) 

Tense review --the perfect aspect (4) 

     Presentation—Hyein

	10
	April 4

April 6
	Modals and their meaning (1)

    Presentation—Zhengfei

Vocabulary and Tense Review

	11
	April 11

April 13
	Modals and their meaning (2)

    Presentation—Moe

Modals and their meaning (3) 

	12
	April 18

April 20
	Patriots’ Day—NO CLASS

Wrap-up 


* Though not listed, there will be short practices of different rules about articles throughout the semester.

